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November 8, 2019

Mr. Walter Hang

Toxics Targeting Inc.
215 North Cayuga Street
Suite 105

Ithaca, NY 14850

Dear Mr. Hang:

Thank you for taking the time to write and express your concerns regarding mining
‘operations at the Cayuga Salt Mine and the associated surface activities taking place at
this site. Governor Cuomo has asked me to respond to your letter. We appreciate your
concerns and take them seriously.

As you noted in your letter, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) identified an unauthorized discharge last spring during a compliance
inspection at the Cargill facility. The source of the unauthorized discharge, a leak in the
piping system for sodium ferrocyanide, was immediately identified and stopped at the
facility. In addition, DEC contacted both the Cayuga and Tompkins county health
departments and verified that there were no public health risks related to the discharge.
DEC also required and oversaw a complete investigation and remediation of impacted
soil, as well as surface water and ground water. The cleanup included investigation and -
removal of contaminated soil, and the monitoring, collection and disposal of impacted
surface and groundwater. During the cleanup, a groundwater pumping system was
installed to prevent any potential impacts to Cayuga Lake. DEC required this system be
operated until July 2019, even though groundwater samples collected in May showed
contamination levels were below groundwater standards. DEC will continue to ensure
that the Cargill facility is meeting all regulatory requirements and that the operation of the
facility is not adversely impacting human health or the environment.

You also asked about establishing a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for Cayuga Lake.
The TMDL, which may serve as a planning tool for restoring water quality in Cayuga Lake,
is currently being drafted by DEC. We expect to seek public comment on the TMDL in
2020 and would ask your participation in the review of this standard when it becomes
available.

The collapse at the Retsof mine was indeed tragic and led to closer scrutiny of
underground salt mining, both at the Cayuga Salt Mine, which was operating at the time
of the collapse, and during the review process for the American Rock Salt - Hampton
Corners Salt Mine, which obtained a permit and began operations after the Retsof
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collapse. As part of the 2000 Expanded Environmental Assessment for the Cayuga Salt
Mine, DEC conducted a thorough examination of mine operations and geologic
conditions. During this review, DEC investigated the geology of the mine and surrounding
strata. We analyzed Cargil's proposed mining methods and practices using
geomechanical and mine engineering approaches. Areas of thinning bedrock and
geologic anomalies were noted and defined leading to the incorporation of mining permit
conditions requiring additional investigations and DEC review prior to DEC authorization
of extending mining into these areas.

Cargill, through a third-party consultant with expertise in the area of geomechanical
modeling, creates models to predict how specific changes in mining activities will be

~ witnessed in the mine’s behavior. Continuous monitoring of the underground mine
workings as well as regular, extensive geophysical surveys, ensure any additional
anomalies in the earth in the vicinity of mining or unexpected trends in the mine’s behavior
are quickly detected. Third-party firms with geomechanical and underground mine
engineering expertise review the monitoring data and survey results regularly to ensure
the mine is reacting as predicted by the models. The permit requires Cargill to fund an
independent third-party expert, who reports to DEC, to verify that Cargill's mining
operations and methods do not compromise the stability of the mine.

The modified permit to construct Shaft 4 was issued on August 16, 2017 and the mined
land renewal permit was issued on April 24, 2019. DEC reviewed both as per applicable
law and regulation. In addition, the Shaft 4 modification does not authorize additional
mining beyond the currently approved life of mine limits. Instead, Shaft 4 provides access
for miners and utilities to reach the current working face of the mine. During the Shaft 4
permit review process, DEC sought and reviewed public comments. After consideration
of the comments we received, DEC developed a Response to Comments that addressed
the concerns identified in these comments.

The policy of New York State as stated in the Environmental Conservation Law is to
“foster and encourage the development of an economically sound and stable mining
industry...compatible with sound environmental management practices.” The Division of
Mineral Resources strives to achieve this balance in order to allow salt production
necessary for New Yorkers’ safe transportation, while protecting the environment and
resources all New Yorkers depend on. Your requests to rescind Cargill's mining permit
and cancel their state mineral leases under Cayuga Lake have been considered, but are
not necessary or in the best interest of New Yorkers.

Thank you for your interest in the natural resources of New York State. Please contact
me if you have additional questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Catherine Dickert

Director



